
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

JANUARY 9, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, 

January 9, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers 

Commissioners: Lloyd Austin, Carl M. Ellington, Richard Newton and Tina W. Ross 

Town Attorney: Kevin M. Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Senior Planner: John Hoard 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar 

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Ross, Mayor 

Biggers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  Item #6; Public Hearing on #ZC13-5 

Filed by Paul Riefenburg and Jerry Helms, requesting a text amendment to the Unified 

Development Ordinance, Article 4, Section 4.2-General Zoning, to add a residential use district 

R-VS (Residential Varied Style.) was withdrawn by the applicant.  The Board agreed by 

consensus to add a Special Presentation by Police Chief Tim Ledford; and, a Closed Session for 

Legal Matter. 

 

Approve Minutes of December 12, 2013 Regular Meeting:  Upon the motion of 

Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board unanimously approved the 

minutes of the December 12, 2013 regular meeting. 

 

Consent Agenda: (a) Fire/EMS Reassignments; (b) Accept September Treasurer’s Report; 

and, (c) Accept November Tax Collector’s Report: The Board unanimously agreed that Item 

#5a; Fire/EMS Reassignments should be pulled from the Consent Agenda and discussed as a 

separate item. 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board 

unanimously approved all consent agenda items (with the exception of item “a”) as presented.  

(Copy Filed with minutes of record.)   

 



Fire/EMS Reassignments: The following requests were budgeted for and included adding the 

title of EMS Captain to an existing employee and adding the title of Fire Lieutenant to three 

existing employees (one per shift).  

 

The last request was to change the Directors title to Fire Chief for the Town of Mint Hill Fire 

Division.  This request was withdrawn, by David Leath, for consideration at the meeting.  

Manager Welch said Town Staff would explore title options that would eliminate confusion for 

all parties involved and bring it back to the Board at a later date. 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously agreed to add the title of EMS Captain to an existing employee and add the title of 

Fire Lieutenant to three existing employees (one per shift). 

 

Public Hearing on #ZC13-5 Filed By Paul Riefenberg and Jerry Helms, Requesting a Text 

Amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance, Article 4, Section 4.2-General Zoning, 

to Add a Residential Use District R-VS (Residential Varied Style.): ZC13-5 was withdrawn 

by Paul Riefenberg and Jerry Helms. 

 

Special Presentation by Police Chief Tim Ledford:  Chief Ledford stated the Officer of the 

Year Award was given to an individual who possessed professionalism, initiative, courtesy, 

leadership, motivation, knowledge and reliability.  Billy Gilman was selected as the 2013 Officer 

of the Year. 

Chief Ledford stated Corporal Gilman was born and raised in Lowell, North Carolina.  Corporal 

Gilman had enlisted in the Navy and had served two tours in Afghanistan.  He married Lynn and 

they have two children (Jared and Ashley).  He entered into Law Enforcement at the age of 28 

and was hired by the Mint Hill Police Department in 2010.  In 2011, he was promoted to 

Corporal and was an elite field training officer responsible for training multiple officers.  Chief 

Ledford stated Corporal Gilman was enrolled in a Criminal Justice program and would receive 

his Associate Degree.   He had recently been selected to become a new K-9 officer and was the 

first officer to be chosen Officer of the Year for two consecutive years. 

The Board thanked Corporal Gilman for his service and dedication to the Mint Hill Police 

Department.   

 

Public Hearing on #ZC13-11, Filed by Town of Mint Hill, requesting a Text Amendment to 

update the Flood Ordinance: Mr. Hoard stated the new Floodplain maps have an effective date 

of February 19, 2014. This date is mandated by FEMA and all jurisdictions impacted must 

include this effective date in their floodplain ordinances prior to February 19. 

 

The floodplain ordinance has a section entitled "Basis for establishing the Special Flood 

Hazard Areas" which currently includes the effective date from the previous maps which is 

March 2, 2009. This date must be changed to February 19, 2014. These are the only changes 

required by FEMA prior to the effective date. 

 

 

 



6.6.8 

Basis for Establishing the Special Flood Hazard Areas. Special Flood Hazard Areas include 

those identified by the Mecklenburg County Flood Insurance Rate Maps, dated March 2, 2009 

February 19, 2014, which with accompanying data are adopted by reference and declared to be 

part of this Ordinance. 

 

There being no more comments on #ZC13-11, Filed by Town of Mint Hill, Mayor Biggers 

declared the Public Hearing Closed. 

 

Public Comments: None. 

 

Discussion and Decision on #ZC13-9 Filed By Mint Hill Community Church, Property 

Located on Matthews-Mint Hill Road, Tax Parcels #135-331-57 & #135-331-04 to Lease 

Space to The Mint Hill Community Church:  Mr. Hoard stated approval would allow the Mint 

Hill Community Church to lease space at Tax Parcels #135-331-57 and #135-331-04.  At the 

December 16, 2013 Planning Board meeting the request was given a favorable recommendation.   

 

Mr. Byrd, Pastor of Mint Hill Community Church, stated they were excited to be a part of this 

community. 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously approved #ZC13-9 Filed by Mint Hill Community Church, property located on 

Matthews-Mint Hill Road, Tax Parcels ##135-331-57 and #135-331-04 to lease space to the 

Mint Hill Community Church. 

 

Discussion and Decision on #ZC13-10 Filed by Nate Huggins, Property Located at 13001 

Idlewild Road to Allow Expansion:  Mr. Hoard stated the applicant was requesting Conditional 

District approval for property located at 13301 Idlewild Road to permit a 3,899 square foot 

addition to the existing Blessed Assurance Adult Care building.  

 

Additionally, the Zoning Plan indicates the two existing parking areas would be connected with a 

new drive—which would also accommodate four additional parking spaces—and a new 

sidewalk would be installed along the frontage of Idlewild Road and Jared Court. 

 

Conditional District rezoning was a legislative procedure under which the Board of 

Commissioners had the authority to increase, tighten, add, vary, modify or waive specific 

conditions or standards. In approving a petition for the rezoning of property to a Conditional 

District the Board of Commissioners may request reasonable and appropriate conditions. 

 

Staff recommended approval with the condition the applicant obtained a sidewalk easement 

agreement with the Town of Mint Hill if the sidewalk remained outside of the R/W. 

 

NOTE: The final placement of the proposed sidewalk may not be accurately represented on the 

Zoning Plan. Staff would work with the applicant and NCDOT to assure the sidewalk was 

appropriately aligned based on the future alignment of the roundabout sidewalk extension. 

 



Upon the motion of Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board 

unanimously approved #ZC13-10 Filed by Nate Huggins, to Allow Conditional District approval 

for property located at 13301 Idlewild Road to permit a 3,899 square foot addition to the existing 

Blessed Assurance Adult Care building. 

 

Discussion and Decision on Proposed Amendment to Town’s Code of Ordinances Related 

to False Alarms:  Police Chief, Tim Ledford, stated new language was proposed for the False 

Alarm Ordinance.  Currently, 99% of all Alarm Calls (400-500 annually) are false.  The false 

alarm call could take up to 45 minutes to be resolved.  The only way to combat the problem was 

to inform customers through training and education.  The Proposed Amendment would allow 

residents to waive the first “fine” if they completed a training class at the Mint Hill Police 

Department (MHPD).  There was no increase in the “fine” structure.  Several surrounding 

municipalities had already adopted the new language.   

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously adopted the Amendment to the Town’s Code of Ordinances Related to False 

Alarms.   

 

Consider Appointment to the Park and Recreation Committee to Fill an Unexpired Term: 
The appointment of Brad Simmons to the Planning Board created a vacancy on the Park and 

Recreation Committee. Commissioner Austin said there were many highly qualified applicants 

and he appreciated their willingness to serve. 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously appointed Sandy Barnett to the Park and Recreation Committee with a term to 

expire on June 30, 2015. 

 

Other Business/Council Matters:  Commissioner Ross thanked Town Clerk Farrar for 

swearing her in earlier in the day.  She expressed appreciation for the cards and letters in 

response to her illness; she was happy to be able to attend the meeting.  She reported there were 

3365 Fire/EMS runs in 2013.  She told Commissioner Newton that she looked forward to 

working with him as he had been a diligent contributor to the Planning Board.   

 

Commissioner Ellington stated he had a wonderful Christmas and he wished everyone a very 

Happy New Year.  He attended the Clear Creek Nursing and Rehabilitation Ribbon Cutting; he 

noted the facility was beautiful. 

 

Commissioner Newton attended the Clear Creek Nursing and Rehabilitation Ribbon Cutting and 

stated it would be an asset to Mint Hill. 

 

Manager Welch stated he was glad Commissioner Ross was in attendance.  He stated Sheryl 

Smith, Mint Hill resident, would join the Town Hall Staff on Monday, January 13
th

, as the 

Executive Assistant to the Town Manager.  The position was previously budgeted under the title 

of Program Support.  Currently, the Korean War Memorial didn’t qualify for the brown cultural 

signs off I-485.  Commissioner Ross suggested checking with the Mint Hill Historical Society 

about the cultural signs.  He stated the MHPD had viewed Dutch Shepherds and were going to 



move forward with the K-9 program at the MHPD.  The Dutch Shepherds were an approachable 

breed that would benefit the community.  He stated Mr. Byers had approached the Town 

distributing books, funded by the South Korean Government, to be given away-free of charge, to 

members of the community and other visitors to the Korean War Memorial.  Commissioner 

Newton said the referenced book was very informative and nice.   

 

Chief Ledford stated K2 Solutions in Southern Pines had provided a demonstration; the 

maneuvers were phenomenal.  He said two of the five dogs shown were selected for the MHPD 

and the dogs were extremely sociable.   

 

David Leath, Fire/EMS Operations Director, thanked the Mayor, Board of Commissioners and 

Town Manager Welch for being supportive of his requests; it was a pleasure working for them.  

 

Closed Session for Legal Matter:  Upon the motion of Commissioner Ellington, seconded by 

Commissioner Ross, the Board unanimously voted to go into closed session for a legal matter.  

No announcement was expected.   

 

Following closed session, the Board returned to open session. 

 

Adjournment:  Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, 

the Board unanimously agreed that the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Biggers adjourned the 

meeting at 7:54 p.m. 

 

 

 _____________________________ 

Michelle Wells Farrar, Town Clerk 


